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MINUTES OF SECOND ANNUAL MEETING 


FRIENDS OF THE ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY 


About fifty members of the FRIENDS of the AFML 
attended the second annual dinner meeting of that organiza- 
tion on Friday evening, 23 October 1953, at the Willard 
Hotel in Washington. Dr. Henry R. Viets, Chairman of the 
FRIENDS, presided, and among the distinguished guests were 
Dr. Melvin A. Casberg, Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health 
and Medical), and Mrs. Casberg, Rear Admiral H. Lamont Pugh, 
Surgeon General, U. S. Navy, and Mrs. Pugh, Dr. Leonard A, 
Scheele, Surgeon General, U. S. Public Health Service, Mr. 
Verner W. Clapp, Acting Librarian of Congress, and Mrs. 
Clapp, Brigadier General William H. Powell, Jr., Deputy 
Surgeon General, U. S. Air Force, and Mrs. Powell, and 
Brigadier General Rawley E. Chambers, Chief of the Profes- 
sional Division, Office of the Surgeon General, U. S. Army. 


Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers, Director of the 
Library, invited the attention of those present to a statis- 
tical summary of the Library's activities during FY 1953, 
which had been distributed in mimeographed form, and which 
indicated quite clearly the continuing forward and upward 
trend of all programs. He spoke briefly about four high- 
lights of the past year: the successful inauguration of a 
new management body in the Library organization, the Armed 
Forces Medical Library Advisory Group; the movement which 
is under way to obtain basic legislation for the Library, in 
order to formalize and make unequivocal its present status, 
and to provide a solid foundation for future support; the 
rewarding book-buying trip made by Dr. William Jerome Wilson, 
Chief of the History of Medicine Division, to Italy last 
spring; and the painting of all interior walls in the Library 
building for the first time in fifteen years. In closing, 
Colonel Rogers alluded to his trip to Europe during the past 
Summer, and tried to indicate something of the meaning this 
experience has come to have for him. 
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Lieutenant Commander John A. Oley, Special Assistant 
to the Director, then spoke on "The Building Program of the 
Armed Forces Medical Library." He indicated that in June 
1953 the Secretary of Defense had transmitted a memorandum 
to the Secretary of the Navy instructing the latter to plan, 
budget for, and construct a new building for the Armed 
Forces Medical Library on the grounds of the National Naval 
Medical Center at Bethesda, Maryland. He described the 
large effort now being made at the Library to develop sound 
estimates of space requirements, work relationships, and 
furnishings; he said that it was hoped that plans would be 
sufficiently advanced so that a request for appropriations 
might be made in FY 1956. 


The principal address of the evening was made by 
Dr. Jean A, Curran, Dean of the State University of New York 
College of Medicine, who spoke on "John Shaw Billings, 
Genius of American Medicine in the Nineteenth Century," 
Dr. Curran spoke of Billings' wide-ranging activities in 
the fields of librarianship, medical statistics, hospital 
design, and public health, and laid particular’ stress on 
Billings' role in the development of modern concepts in 
medical education. He discussed some of the reasons for the 
comparative obscurity of Billings, despite his great achieve- 
ments, among the general public and even among members of 
the profession, He described the nature of new biographical 
material he has uncovered through the good offices of the 
grandson of JSB, John Shaw Billings, II; he spoke of the 
desirability of a new assessment of Billings and of Billings' 
career, and outlined the obligations which such an _ under- 
taking would impose upon the biographer. 


The next meeting of the FRIENDS was announced for the 
evening of Monday, 14 June 1954, in Washington. Present 
membership in the FRIENDS exceeds 300. Additional members 
will be welcomed, and those interested are asked to write 
to the Secretary - Treasurer, FRIENDS of the AFML, Armed 
Forces Medical Library, Washington 25, D. C. 


EXHIBIT 


The Elizabethan age, whose authors have come down to us 
with an aura of splendor, was characterized by a great spurt 
of literary and scientific activity. The geographical dis- 
coveries in the new world, the physical discoveries of Boyle 
and Wren, and the literary works of Shakespeare, Jonson, 
Marlowe, and Donne, can be compared to the medical work of 
Harvey, Sydenham, and Glisson. The November exhibit on 
medicine in Shakespeare will show some of the medical 
information available to the dramatist when he was writing 
his plays. Books and artifacts to supplement those in the 
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AFML collection have been borrowed from the Library of Con- 
gress, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Folger Library. 
Miss Jacqueline Chambers, of the Reference Division, 
arranged the exhibit. 


FIRST FY 1954 MEETING 
AFML ADVISORY GROUP 


The first meeting of the Armed Forces Medical Library 
Advisory Group for the current fiscal year was held at the 
Library on 23 October 1953. Members present were Captain 
Wilbur E. Kellum (USN), Dr. Richard H. Shryock, Miss Janet 
Doe, Colonel Thair C. Rich (USA), Dr. Austin Smith, and 
Brigadier General Harold H. Twitchell (USAF), who has been 
appointed to fill the unexpired term of Colonel Fratis L, 
Duff. Colonel Duff has left Washington and is now serving 
as Commandant of the branch of the School of Aviation Medi- 
cine located at Gunter Air Force Base, Alabama. Dr. Henry 
R. Viets, Chairman of the FRIENDS, attended the meeting as 
a guest. 


The Advisory Group reviewed the operations of the 
Library during FY 1953, and discussed the implications of 
current reduced budgetary staffing levels. Plans for the 
issuance of a quinquennial cumulation of the AFML Catalo 
at the close of 1954 were commented upon, and the ending ot 
the Medical Indexing Research Project at the Welch Medical 
Library of the Johns Hopkins University was noted. The 
progress of basic legislation for the Library, originally 
proposed at the first meeting of the Group last year, was 
discussed; the legislative proposal has now cleared through 
to the highest echelons of the Department of Defense, and 
when approved there will need only the approval of the 
Bureau of the Budget before being sent to the Hill for con- 
sideration at the next session of Congress. The planning of 
general requirements for a new building was described with 
the assistance of numerous charts, diagrams, and rough 
drawings, and problems of various aspects of the building 
program were discussed. 


That item on the agenda which engaged the majority of 
the Group's time was the threat which has arisen to_ the 
Current List of M@€dical Literature in the form of the with- 
holding of approval for Continuing publication until satis- 
factory explanation could be made of certain issues involv- 
ing the cost of publication and the extent of its distribu- 
tion, All members of the Group went on record as emphati- 
cally approving the present Current List publication and 
distribution plan, and asked the Surgeon General of the 
Army to convey their views to higher authority. 








The next meeting of the Group is tentatively scheduled 
for Friday, 29 January 1954. 
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MEDICAL INDEXING PROJECT ENDS 


The Medical Indexing Research Project, carried out at 
the Welch Medical Library of the Johns Hopkins University 
under the direction of Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, and sponsored 
and underwritten by the Armed Forces Medical Library, hag 
now come to a close. Under the contract, work began on 
5 November 1948 and came to an end on 30 September 1953, 
fulfilling the original prediction that "four or five" yearg 
would be required for this effort. The cost of thig 
research venture averaged about §2,170 a month over the 
entire period, including salaries, machine rentals, supplies, 
equipment and maintenance, and overhead charges. For a 
large part of the period five persons were employed on the 
investigative and clerical staff of the Project. 


Interim reports of progress have been received all 
along the way, and certain by - products of the Projects 
activity already have been put to use at the Library. It ig 
expected that the full final report of the Project will be 
received by the end of this year. 


VISITORS 
Among recent visitors to AFML were the following: 


Miss Doreen Fraser, Bio-Medical Librarian, University 
of British Columbia, Vancouver, B. C., Canada. 


Miss Indu Vinayak Nawathe, Librarian, Bai Jerbai Medical 
College, Poona University, India. 


Mr. Ichiro Sugi, Sales Promotion Manager, Fuji Photo Film 
Company, Ltd., National Diet Library, Tokyo. 


Professor A, F. Cesarino, Faculties of Law and Economics, 
University of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 


. A, C. Frazer, Pharmacology Department, Medical School, 
Birmingham, England. 

. Kojire Yoshioka, Chief Librarian of Tohoku University 
Medical College and of Tohoku University, Japan. 


. A. Neelameglian, Librarian, Madras Medical College, 
Madras, India. 


. Walter R. Bett, Natianal Association for the Prevention 
of Tuberculosis, London. 


. Gerhard Krohn and Dr. Rolf Kluch, Wissenschaftliche 
Zentral Bibliothek, Berlin. 











